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The Status—-quo, Challenges and Strategies of Shenzhen Becoming a Global
Benchmark City

Han Yonghui, Zhang Fan, Liang Xiaojun

Abstract: Shenzhen aims to be a global benchmark city, which is a pilot for China’s explora—
tion and construction of modern urban agglomeration under the new development pattern. Based
on the six fields of economy, science and technology, industry, culture, public service and ecologi—
cal environment, this paper expounds on the development characteristics of global benchmark city,
and identifies the foundation and challenges for Shenzhen in this regard. It is found that Shenzhen
has well-equipped in terms of economic development potential, investment intensity in scientific
research, development of emerging industries, scale of cultural development, construction of public
service facilities, and quality of urban greenery coverage. However, compared with other top world
cities, Shenzhen still faces problems such as insufficient economic level, insufficient basic scientific
research, weak energy for industrial upgrading, low quality of medical and educational services, and
poor ecological and environmental protection system. Therefore, based on the advantages and dis—
advantages of Shenzhen’s, the authors put forward some countermeasures and suggestions, such as
strengthening the real economy, strengthening fundamental research, promoting high—end industry,
optimizing the medical and educational institution, and sirengthening ecological and environmental
protection.

Keywords: Shenzhen; global benchmark city; urban development
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